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LOOSAPER

ST. PETER CHURCH COMMUNITY
CELEBRATES MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES:

50TH ANNIVESARY OF ST PETER’S CONSECRATION IN WATERVLIET
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF FR. STEPANOS’ ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD
On Sunday, September 19, the St. Peter Armenian Church family
commemorated two milestone events: the 50th anniversary of the Consecration
of the Church building at the current location in Watervliet, NY, and the
25th anniversary of our beloved Fr. Stepanos' Ordination to the Holy Order of
Priesthood. Badarak was celebrated by Diocesan Vicar, Very Rev. Fr. Simeon
Odabashian, who also delivered the sermon on "gratitude."
Following Divine Liturgy, an outdoor festival was held in the back of the
church property, under the Postoian Pavilion. A large crowd enjoyed a
delicious lunch beginning with traditional mezzeh followed by grilled kebab
and Armenian dessert favorites. A special thanks to the Women's Guild of St.
Peter Armenian Church, as well as the many other volunteers, who cooked and
served for the event.
Following the meal, an informal program took place which commemorated
both anniversaries with inspiring words and expressions of gratitude that
highlighted the milestones. Fr. Simeon read a letter on behalf of Bishop Daniel
Findikyan, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America
(Eastern), who was
unable to attend in
person.
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The Bishop noted the fact that, although the building that was consecrated by Archbishop Torkom Manoogian on
this exact date is fifty years old, the Watervliet parish, at more than 120 years old, is actually one of the oldest in
the Eastern Diocese. He mentioned that this accomplishment is the work of many hands and an achievement of
love and faith. Bishop Daniel described Fr. Stepanos as an honorable and compassionate priest always seeking to
broaden his pastoral abilities and as a pastor who truly upholds Christ’s Cross, holding it high to inspire all around
him. The Bishop acknowledged that our priest has been a blessed leader who has been greatly appreciated by this
community, as he has spent much of his ministry here. In addition, Fr. Stepanos’ family, Paulette, Jonah and
Gloria, are a source of strength to him, and also continue to be a blessing to this community.
Fr. Stepanos was presented with Proclamations acknowledging and honoring both anniversaries by New York
State Congressman Paul D. Tonko, Assemblymember Phil Steck, as well as the City of Watervliet Mayor, Charles
Patricelli. After remembrances and kind words from Fr. Simeon and gift presentations to Fr. Stepanos from the
Armenian School and Parish Council, the day, which was also blessed with beautiful weather, continued with joy
and fellowship. We are truly grateful for these achievements as we continue to move forward with faith and hope.
With many of his parishioners present, Fr. Stepanos shared that it is a great honor and privilege to journey through
all their life experiences as their pastor. He added that this is his greatest source of satisfaction and joy of being
the parish priest at St. Peter Armenian Church. He noted the fact of having married quite a few of the couples
present as well as baptizing many of the children in attendance and also acknowledged other sacraments
performed, including funerals for those parishioners who have passed. Fr. Stepanos ended his remarks with a
strong focus on how we, the parishioners of St. Peter Armenian Church, are called to do God's work, and together
build up the body of Christ. Looking to the future and the next 50 years, he announced plans regarding much
needed renovations to the church building and property which will begin soon, as we look toward the next 50
years.
In the words of Bishop Daniel, “On this special milestone, may our Lord continue to bless and
strengthen Fr. Stepanos, and all of his loved ones. And may He inspire all of you to carry forward the precious
legacy of your church, and our Armenian Christian heritage, with the same reverence, honor and holiness."
Submitted by Cheryl Ohanesian
Parish Council Vice Chair

Rev. Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian
Thanks be to God (for everything)!! I am extremely thankful and grateful to God for both the golden and silver
celebrations that took place at St. Peter Armenian Church on Sunday, September 19. We celebrated the golden
anniversary (50 years) of our present structure of the "church on the hill" in Watervliet. A special thank you to our
Women's Guild and Parish Council and to all who donated their time and cooked so many delicious foods which
we all enjoyed that day.
We are truly indebted and grateful to the Godfathers and Godmothers of our church, and to all those who worked
so diligently and passionately to literally and spiritually "build up the body of Christ" at 100 Troy Schenectady
Road. What an accomplishment! With this great achievement, comes responsibility and stewardship. In some
way or another, we have been handed down this legacy of the Armenian Church and, especifically for us living in
the Capital District, the legacy of St. Peter Armenian Church. I invite you to be a part of the next 50 years in
creating a legacy for the next generation. Join us on Sundays, be stewards of the Church, volunteer your time,
share your gifts, and give according to your financial abilities.
As one of her priests, St. Peter Armenian Church has been the vessel for me to serve the Armenian Church. On
September 19, we also celebrated the silver anniversary (25 years) of my ordination to the Holy Order of
Priesthood. There has been no greater joy in my ministry than to serve as your parish priest. As I said during my
remarks on that day, it is an honor and privilege to walk along each of you and your families throughout your life
journeys. It is a gift to be able to share in your joys, successes, challenges, and sorrows. It is spiritually fulfilling to
offer the sacraments of the Holy Church to you and your families: joining couples in holy matrimony, baptizing
your children, laying to rest your loved ones, and breaking bread and sharing the Eucharist at God's Holy Altar
each Sunday. I thank all of you for your generosity and love that you have shown me and my family.
I look forward to seeing you in our sanctuary on Sundays as we celebrate together in the Divine Liturgy (Badarak)
and continue to build up the body of Christ and to do God's work on earth.
God bless you all,
Fr. Stepanos
We are well into the fourth quarter of the year 2021 and it has been an extraordinary year by any measure. We
didn’t miss a beat in the spring when plans were formulated and put into action to make this a memorable year.
We haven’t looked back since our Friday Flavors events in May and June. The Women’s Guild had been
percolating all year last year and they jumped right into their Hye Tea event and then the innovative Lenten
Dinner drive-thru, which was enormously successful, and then right into their Paint ’n Sip which brought out
more people than ever to enjoy an opportunity to socialize with one another and to express their inner creativity!!!
Mid-summer brought everyone out to enjoy our “Picnic in Armenia” under the Postoian Pavilion on a beautiful
summer day. A fabulous occasion, a fabulous turnout, and a fabulous time was had by all! Several notable
milestones were celebrated this past summer as well. Another spectacular summer day invited us outdoors again
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the ordination of Fr. Stepanos and to recognize and celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the consecration of our St. Peter Armenian Apostolic Church here on the hill. However, 50 years
does take its toll and work is underway to refresh our church building and surrounding property which have
served us well all these years.
The Parish Council is working with an architectural firm to provide new design renderings of the front entrance,
including the stone walls and the block work that surround the church entryway. It’s all very exciting and we will
share our findings with you as plans are formulated and fundraising formally begins on the front entryway project.
Stay tuned, much more is yet to come!
Linda Bedian
Parish Council Chair

Lord Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy
MERCIFUL LORD JESUS CHRIST, one year ago on this day [September 27], we were ready to celebrate a
beloved feast day dedicated to your Holy Cross—the feast of Varaka Sourp Khatch—when we learned that our
visible enemy had unleashed a large-scale offensive against our beloved homeland Artsakh. It was a dark hour for
our beloved homeland Armenia: a time of fear and anxiety when we turned to your Holy Cross for strength, hope,
refuge, and guidance.
Lord, on this anniversary day we ask you to remember the brave souls of our beloved brothers and sisters who
gave their lives for our faith and for our homeland. They fought with courage and valor, and received their ultimate
crowns of martyrdom, mixing their pure blood with our holy land. Receive their bright souls into your eternal
tabernacles, and into the peace of your heavenly kingdom. Continue to comfort their loved ones with the grace of
your Holy Spirit.
As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Cross again today, we ask you to hear our prayers and give us the strength to
continue our journey of the cross on this earth. Help us find hope and consolation in your promise: “But the one
who endures to the end will be saved” (Mt 24:13).
O Lord, by the mystery of your all-powerful, miraculous Holy Cross, transform the world’s pain and devastation
into new life and hope; bring forth that true justice that comes only from you. For unto you we give glory, honor,
and worship, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

-

With our beautiful upstate fall season upon us, the Sunday School and the
Armenian School families kicked off the new school year with a festive and fun
campfire night on the church grounds on Friday, September 10. Dr. Ara Kayayan
led us in singing Armenian songs as we held hands and danced around the
campfire. Fr. Stepanos then guided us in an “ice-breaker” activity using a beach
ball to catch and to learn. Little Faithfuls instructor, Holly Dadekian, “sailed” the
children through a game about the animals on Noah’s Ark. Of course a campfire
is not complete without s’mores! Marshmallows were toasted, then added to
graham crackers with chocolate for a yummy treat and huge smiles of delight!
Thank you to Dr. Robert Dadekian for the beautiful, cozy fire.
The St. Peter Sunday School staff is very excited for the new 2021-2022 school
year with in-person classes that began on September 26. With COVID-19 still
present in the community, all the necessary precautions are being taken to ensure
the safety of our students, staff, and parishioners. Classes will meet twice a month
on Sunday mornings from 10:30-11:45am on the upcoming dates: November 7 &
21 and December 5 & 19.
We welcome Lena Guleserian-Hoglund and Katrina Mayba to our teaching staff
for 1st-3rd grades. Holly Dadekian continues to lead our Little Faithfuls (for
infants through age four), Sunday School Superintendent, Alice McMullan,
instructs grades 3-6, and Chuck Tutunjian & Sean McMullan co-teach middle
school and high school students. Dr. Ara Kayayan continues to teach the students
hymns from the Badarak.
So far this year, younger elementary school students learned about the cross — the
khach. Nursery school students are learning that, in “the beginning,” God called
the light Day and the darkness Night. What will God create next?
The middle/high school class consists of a half hour of Bible study which is
currently focused on the theme “What is Jesus Like?” This study takes a deeper
look into the teachings of Christ and his relationships with the people around him.
Mr. Tutunjian then spends time with the students on the traditions of the
Armenian Church, its beliefs, and meanings of the rituals found in the Badarak.

During the week of September 13, Armenian School classes resumed for the new school year with a “Hye-brid” of
online and in-person classes. Classes for older students are held during the week via Zoom. For better interactive
teaching, younger students meet in person at the church on Friday evenings at 6:30pm. All students will come
together once a month at the church on a Friday evening for an All-in-School Reunion program for cultural and
fun activities. For questions or more information on the Armenian School, contact Dr. Ara Kayayan at
dctrara@aol.com. Thank you to our dedicated teaching staff who work so hard teaching our students the beautiful
Armenian language and history: Mrs. Ani Altounian (Superintendent), Miss Srpoohi Ashjian, Mrs. Leeza Bardakjian,
Ms. Violet Mirzoyan, Mrs. Rita Ohanian, Mrs. Rima Rejebian, and Mrs. Nayiri Tournayan.
Pictured below: Armenian School children enjoyed an outdoor summer activity with water games and rides at the church on August 28.

On behalf of the Armenian School, staff members presented Fr. Stepanos
with a gift during the September 19 celebration of the 25th anniversary of
his ordination to the priesthood. Pictured below with Fr. Stepanos are
(from left to right) dance instructor, Maria Derian, Vice Principal, Dr. Ara
Kayayan, and class instructor, Nayiri Tournayan.

-

-

St Peter Women’s Guild continues to have a productive year! The July 18th
Paint ‘n’ Sip was a great success! There were some very artistic painting
projects created and delicious food galore! Sue Dickinson was the winner of the
50/50 raffle drawing and graciously donated her winnings back to the Guild.
September was a busy month for the Women’s Guild. On September 9, we
prepared a Hokejosh (memorial) meal for the family of Ted Sapino, one of the
Godfathers of the Church. On September 19, we participated in the grand,
double celebration of the 50th anniversary of the church’s consecration and the
25th anniversary of Der Stepanos’ ordination. The Women’s Guild prepared
and donated many of the food items served at the luncheon that day.
On October 10, we provided the Harvest Fest with delicious Manti soup,
beoreg, pita bread, and veggies, as well as a variety of scrumptious apple desserts
prepared by contestants of the apple bake-off! The winners of the bake-off were
as follows: 1st prize went to Sonya Moroukian, 2nd prize to Carol Tutunjian,
and 3rd prize to Fran Kaiser. The winner of the 50/50 raffle was also Fran
Kaiser (who graciously donated her winnings back to the Women’s Guild).
Winner of the second place raffle prize of a beautiful autumn-themed gift basket
was Paul Moroukian.
The annual “Holiday Bazaar” will again be a drive-thru freezer sale to take
place on Saturday, December 4 (snow date December 11). Details on the
expanded menu of items are being made available through e-mail and social
media, as the deadline for orders is November 3. In preparation for this
ambitious endeavor, the Women’s Guild is asking parishioners and friends and
family to help out at the many baking days. (See schedule on the left and offer
your help wherever possible.)
The Parish Council will again provide the luncheon for the Women’s Guild
Annual Membership Meeting to be held on Sunday, November 14,
immediately following worship services that morning. All members of the
Women’s Guild are invited and encouraged to attend. Elections for new
Executive Committee members will be held. Non-members are also encouraged
to attend to learn more about the Guild and its activities.
Many thanks to those who made time to help us in our many endeavors. The St
Peter’s Women’s Guild is a service organization and it takes active participation
by many to accomplish our mission. Please feel welcome to join us at any of the
scheduled prep times and events. If not already a member of the St. Peter
Women’s Guild, we warmly invite you to become a member by contacting Sue
Dickinson, calling the church office, or attending the November 14 membership
meeting. All are welcome to join us in camaraderie and preparation of so many
fine foods!!!
Over the past year, new techniques have been introduced to speed preparation
times and reduce the work hours and effort to make the many traditional
Armenian dishes. For example, a dough machine, donated by Sue Dickinson,
significantly cuts the time to make the dough for Manti and Tahin Hatz. Also,
we have implemented modifications for making paklava, cheese and spinach
boreg, and cream khadiyif that also reduces the prep time!!
We are very grateful for all the support parishioners have provided for all our
events. Your support is what allows for the success of our events. MANY
THANKS!!
Fran Kaiser, Chair

Building up the Body of Christ! A group of St. Peter ACYOA Seniors
gathered outdoors in the Postoian Pavilion on the evening of October 6. A
pizza dinner was served with a discussion led by Fr. Stepanos on the topic
“Who Holds the Key to Your Future: Psychic Readers? Fortune Cookies?
Yourself? Or God?”
This “Faith Talk” explored hope for the future and about God loving each of
us and wanting to do His will and discussed the “real stuff” that nurtures the
heart and soul!

—

ACYOA Vartavar Celebration, July 11

Maria Derian, continues to offer a 60-minute Zumba/exercise class every morning Monday-Saturday at 10:00am as
well as recorded workouts that are available Monday-Friday at 4:30pm. There is no charge for these popular
classes; however, Maria asks that participants consider a donation to "St. Peter Armenian Church." Since the last
issue of Loosaper, additional donations have been received from the following: Noushig Atamian, Armine
Bareghamyan, Liliana Basmajian, Judy Bedian, Linda Bedian, Nectar Derian, Sue Dickinson, Nayeri
Eleyjian, Nancy Kassabian, Sandra Kershaw, and Carol Tutunjian. Since the classes began in March 2020,
this brings the total amount of donations from Moving with Maria participants to $5,245. Contact Maria or the
church office for information on how to join in for fun and fitness.
The “Hye Fitness” class had two in-person get-togethers; one on July 25 and another on
September 26, both in New Paltz, New York. There were 13 attendees at the first outing to
Clemson Brothers Brewery and 30 people the second time for apple picking and lunch at
Twin Star Orchards. Participants of the class came together from New Jersey, New York
City, as well as throughout the Capital Region!
We had an incredible time sharing our experiences and discussing how each of us has
benefitted from participating in the class. There was an undeniable sense of friendship,
community, and support. We pray, we work out, and we encourage one another - it is truly a “judgement-free
zone.” Everyone is very busy, but these ladies take the time to take care of their bodies; whether in the morning or
in the afternoon class, most participate 4-6 days a week!
So far, we’ve had 500 classes and have raised $5,245 for St. Peter Armenian Church!!! Thank you to everyone who
participates in the workouts and to those who come to the events! We look forward to adding more members to
our fitness community!

Rhonda Boyajian is now serving on the Vemkar team at the Diocese as the Adult
Christian Education Coordinator. Classes are offered Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm
via Zoom. This program offers the opportunity to learn about the theology and
teachings of the Armenian Church.
· November 2: “The Homeless Christ: The Social Teaching of St. John Chrysostom”
led by Fr. Nigoghos Aznavourian
· November 9: “Translating Ashagerdetsek: Discipleship in the Armenian Church” led
by Fr. Samuel Rith-Najarian
· November 16: “A Kiss is Just a Kiss . . . Or Is It?” led by Rhonda Boyajian
· November 30: “Praying Through Theophany” led by Dn. Eric Vozzy
· December 7: “Delicious Fruits from a Bitter Tree: St. James and St. Gregory” led by
Dr. Roberta Ervine
· November 14: “Knowing of whose spirit we are: James, John, and our own
identity” led by Dr. Roberta Ervine.
To register or for more information about this program, its history, and a complete
schedule of classes, visit vemkar.us.
Fr. Stepanos offers a brief, 30-minute weekly reflection on most Thursdays at
12:30pm through Zoom. In addition to referencing the book "Wave Therapy:
Reflections by the Sea," scripture and Armenian prayers are also incorporated to
enhance these discussions. If you have 30 minutes to spare on any Thursday,
contact Fr. Stepanos or the church office for the Zoom link to join in.

-

Join this Prayer Group every other Friday morning through Zoom at 10:30am on
the following dates: November 12 and December 10. (Note: Due to the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, there will be no sessions on November 26
and December 24.) All are invited to meet and pray together — to pray for each
other, for loved ones, for those in our church community and the greater
community, and for those throughout the world. Bring your prayer needs to the
group and feel the power of praying together. For more information, contact Winnie
Kutchukian or the church office to join this Zoom meeting.
Choir rehearsals are held twice a month, during which variable hymns are reviewed
and possible fundraising ideas considered. Upcoming rehearsals will be held from
6:30-8:00pm on the following Thursday dates: November 4 & 18, and December 9
& 23. Those interested in learning more about our hymns or joining the choir are
encouraged to contact Choir Director, Rafi Topalian, at (518) 810-5018 or
rafitop@aol.com. “Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into
joyous song and sing praises.” (Psalm 98:4)
The book selection for the next meeting of the St. Peter Church Book Club is
Kindred by Octavia Butler. The book discussion will take place at St. Peter Armenian
Church on Wednesday, November 10 @ 1:00pm. Kindred explores the dynamics
and dilemmas of antebellum slavery from the sensibility of a late 20th-century black
woman. The first science-fiction written by a black woman, Kindred has become a
cornerstone of African-American literature. This combination of slave memoir,
fantasy, and historical fiction is a novel of rich literary complexity. To be informed
of upcoming selections and meeting dates/times, contact Bill Rainbolt at
bill.mindfulness@gmail.com or the church office.

-

Caroline Sophia Boyajian, daughter of Donald & Rhonda (Surabian) Boyajian,
and David Peter Johnson, son of Roger & Patricia (Tyree) Johnson, were
married on October 2, 2021. Godfather, John Quinn; Godmother, Allison
Boyajian; Celebrant, Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian.
Vartuhi “Leyla” Kasparoglu entered her eternal rest on July 11, 2021. She is
survived by her children Arjanti Kasparoglu, Murat Kasparian, and Madlen
Balgin, five grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter. Leyla was predeceased
by her husband, Nisan Kasparoglu, and grandson, Alex Kasparian. The funeral
service was conducted at St. Peter Armenian Church by Fr. Stepanos
Doudoukjian on July 17.
R. Mihran Mooradian entered his eternal rest on July 12, 2021. He is survived
by his wife of 63 years, Ovsanna (Yahnian) Mooradian; two daughters, Susan
Mooradian and Linda (John) Della Volpe (MA); two sons, Robert Mooradian
(MA) and David (Tara) Mooradian; six grandchildren; and many nieces and
nephews. In addition to his parents, Mihran & Alice Mooradian, Mihran is
predeceased by his sister, Lucille Quinn and his brothers, Richard & M. Edward
Mooradian. The funeral services was conducted at St. Peter Armenian Church by
Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian on July 16.

Denis Edward “Eddy” Kebabjian entered his eternal rest on August 10, 2021.
He is survived by his daughter, Denise Kebabjian; son, Michael Kebabjian, Sr.;
four grandchildren; long-time girlfriend, Susan Barger; and friend and musical
partner of 30+ years, Steve (Sandy) Caddick. Eddy is predeceased by his loving
wife of 49 years, Nancy. The funeral service was conducted at New Comer
Cremations & Funerals by Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian on August 17.
Joseph “Josie” (Kazanjian) Speanburg entered her eternal rest on August 22,
2021. Josie is survived by many cousins and was predeceased by her parents,
Armen & Nouritza (Patanian) Kazanjian, and her husband, Richard W.
Speanburg. A private funeral service was conducted at St. Peter Armenian
Church by Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian on August 26.

—

Theodore “Ted” Sapino entered his eternal rest on August 15, 2021. He is
survived by two daughters, Cheri (Tim) Dunnigan and Thea (Kevin) Stewart; a
brother, Chester (Ethelyn) Sapino, Jr.; a sister-in-law, Marion Jaffarian; a brotherin-law, Charles Hewison; five grandchildren; nine great grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews. In addition to his parents, the late Chester & Hazel
(Bierwirth) Sapino, Ted is predeceased by his wife of 70 years, Grace (Jaffarian)
Sapino, and his two sisters, Aileen Hewison & Mary Sapino. Mr. Sapino was one
of the 18 Godfathers of the consecration of St. Peter Armenian Church in
Watervliet in 1971. The funeral service was conducted at St. Peter Armenian
Church by Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjian on September 9.
[Grace & Ted Sapino were] “the best grandparents a kid could ever have. I owe them
a lot. The Armenian Church was very important to them, so it’s important to me and my
family. I will cherish the many beautiful memories of them forever.”
—Kevin Stewart

JULY 18, 2021:
·

Bishop Papken Varjabedian (Twenty-First Anniversary) as requested by the
estate of Bishop Varjabedian.

·

Victor Khachikian (40-Day Memorial - Karasoonk) and Mary Khachikian
(Twenty-First Anniversary) as requested by Lori & Michael Brown & Family;
Rebecca & Michael Dearstyne & Family.

In Loving Memory

JULY 25, 2021:
·

Kevork Lehemjian (40-Day Memorial - Karasoonk) as requested by Leza &
Vartan Karayan & Family.

·

Michael & Mary Koshgarian, George & Rosemary Koshgarian,
Khachig & Sadie Koshgarian, and Krikor & Zechia Kerkunian as
requested by Arthur Koshkorian (VA).

AUGUST 29, 2021:
·

Kenneth Chorbajian as requested by Charles & Alice Chorbajian, Debbie &
Frenchie Ekmalian, Virginia Mahserjian, and Linda & Herb Chorbajian.

·

Hagop Nalbandian (40-Day Memorial—Karasoonk), Nazaret
Nalbandian, and Dikran Aposhian as requested by Berjouhi & Fouad
Shamounian, Marie Banjarjian, Garo & Maria Derian & Family, Johnny & Susanna
Shamounian, Raffi & Jamie Chamoun, Setrak & Talin Nalbandian & Family (IN),
Alice Bardakjian (IN), Ara & Lara Ashjian, Sarkis & Heidi Guleserian, Mr. &
Mrs. Hrant Bardakjian, and Dr. & Mrs. Ara Kayayan.

·

Hrant Bardakjian (Fourth Anniversary), Hagop Bardakjian, and
Bardakjian & Tutunjian Family Members as requested by Setrak & Talin
Nalbandian & Family (IN), Alice Bardakjian (IN), and Mr. & Mrs. Hrant
Bardakjian.

·

Malak, Marin & George Chamoun, Farha, Lurice, Aboud & Gabie
Sahdo, and Josephine & George Khaeb as requested by Berjouhi & Fouad
Shamounian, Marie Banjarjian, Garo & Maria Derian & Family, Johnny & Susanna
Shamounian, Raffi & Jamie Chamoun, Ara & Lara Ashjian,

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021:
·

Arshak Karen Apkarian as requested by Helga Apkarian and Brian Apkarian.

·

Gabriel Sahdo, Azneef Melkonian, Vartanosh Melkonian, Rehan
Melkonian, Arshak Avedesian, Mariam Melkonian, Araksi Melkonian,
Setrak Melkonian, Varuj Avedesian, and Seta Jerkian as requested by
Norayr, Anoush & Ades Arakelian.

·

Tervanda Karagozian (Fifth Anniversary on September 7) as requested by
Leza & Vartan Karayan & Family.

·

Adam Simonian (Seventeenth Anniversary) and Jennifer Simonian as
requested by Brian & Barbara (Simonian) Olesen & Family.
—

OCTOBER 24, 2021:
· Mary Asadorian, Robert Asadorian, Joseph Asadorian, Sr., Arshalous
Haboian, Mesrob Haboian, Mary Boyajian, Joseph Boyajian, Mary
Derderian, and Daniel Derderian as requested by John & Carolyn Haboian
(CT).
· Hayguhe Bakerian, Michael Bakerian, and Vasgen Bakerian as
requested by Charlotte Sevazlian and Lucy Morton.
· Shahe Panjarjian and Aznive Hamalian as requested by Mary & Ara
Panjarjian, Sarkis & Ani Khatcherian, Sharon Foley, and Valerie Demarest.
· Gabriel Sahdo, Azneef Melkonian, Vartanosh Melkonian, Rehan
Melkonian, Arshak Avedesian, Mariam Melkonian, Araksi
Melkonian, Setrak Melkonian, Varuj Avedesian, and Seta Jerkian as
requested by Norayr, Anoush & Ades Arakelian (rescheduled from September 26).
Roses for the altar on July 11, on the occasion of the Feast of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ, were donated by Betty Osganian in
memory of George Osganian and the Asador & Sarah Kenosian Endowment
Fund.
Donated on July 18 by Lori Brown & Rebecca Dearstyne & Families in
loving memory of Victor & Mary Khachikian.
Donated on August 15, on the occasion of the Feast of the Assumption, by the
Asador & Sarah Kenosian Endowment Fund.
Donated on September 12 by the Family of Theodore Sapino in his memory.
Donated on September 19 by Herb & Linda Chorbajian in memory of Carney &
Charlotte Postoian and Ghevont & Anna Chorbajian.
Donated on July 25 by Arthur Koshkorian (VA) in memory of loved ones.
Donated on September 19 by Paulette, Jonah & Gloria Doudoukjian, Rich,
Diane & Drew Doudoukjian, Charlie, Debbie & Stephen Doudoukjian,
Steve & Alice Hortian, Angel, Christine, Angeline & Ariana Figueroa,
Girard Kasparian, and Roxann Kasparian in honor of Fr. Stepanos’ 25th
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.
Grapes for the Blessing of the Grapes service on the occasion of the Feast of
the Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God on Sunday, August 15, were
donated by the following:
· Vartouhi Allahverdi
· Nazar Bakerian in memory of Joseph & Siran Bakerian
· George & Elsie Bedrosian
· Krikor & Nancy Kassabian in gratitude
· Ida & Sarkis Mihranian, Jr. in memory of Dr. Oksen Acemoglu
· Violet Mirzoyan Dadekian in memory of loved ones
· Perla Mary & James Tony Tournayan

We offer our gratitude and thanks for those making contributions to the
church as follows:
· Brian & Garyn (Gdanian) A’Hearn
· Mark Anigian
· Judy Brennan (CA)
· Roseann & David Caruso
· John & Katherine Doudoukjian (SC)
· Christine Hagopian
· Kenneth MacLeod
· Charles Mahserjian
· Yn. Yefkin Megherian
· Judith Newman (CA) in appreciation of Fr. Stepanos’ Zoom Reflections
· Elsie Nigohosian (PA)
TOTAL: $1,655

A total of $535 was received in a special collection in September which was
sent to the Diocese to help in the dire circumstances in the nations of Haiti
and Lebanon.
Haiti had experienced a mammoth earthquake, with
catastrophic loss including hundreds of churches throughout the island. And,
more than a year after the explosion in Beirut’s harbor, Lebanon is still
burdened by the destruction and loss of life, magnified by political, economic,
and medical upheaval.
Basil for the decoration of the Holy Cross on the occasion the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross on Sunday, September 12, was donated by Nazar
Bakerian and by the DeMartino/Derian Family in memory of loved ones.
Thank you to Dr. Ara Kayayan for donating a speaker/sound system to the
church. This system is especially helpful for events held outdoors. Thank you
Dr. Ara!
Thank you to Joanne & Mike Coogan for donating the backyard game
“Cornhole” to the church to use for our fun outdoor events.
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Sincere appreciation and acknowledgement are extended to the following for their donations:

In memory of JULIE GARABEDIAN
Mary Hartunian

Lorraine Schindler
NEW TOTAL: $2,095

In memory of GEORGE HACHIGIAN
Ara & Rachel Altounian
Herbert & Linda Chorbajian
Mr/Mrs Phillip Gross, Jr. & Family
Mr/Mrs Ronald Kaiser
Will & Shelley Martin
Elizabeth Osganian
Charles & Carol Tutunjian

Peter & Patricia Boorujy (NJ)
Robert & Arleen Drooby
Barbara Hrachian
Linda Kazanjian
R. Paul & Sonya Moroukian
Toros Shamlian, Jr.

Mr/Mrs Charles Chorbajian
The Ekmalian Family
Leon & Susan Kaiser
Isabel Krempa
Greg Nazarian,
The Ashby Family (OH),
and The Kehrer Family
TOTAL: $1,175

In memory of VARTUHI “LEYLA” KASPAROGLU
Ara & Rachel Altounian
Mr/Mrs Charles Chorbajian
John & Carolyn Haboian (CT)
Mr/Mrs John Khachadourian
Jen Dalton & Amanda Panetta

Zareh & Annie Altounian
Crystal Ditonno
Jesse
Mr/Mrs Sarkis Minassian

Amber
John & Debbie Ekmalian
Dr. Ara Kayayan
Ohan & Rita Ohanian
TOTAL: $316

In memory of VICTOR KHACHIKIAN
Brian Masick

NEW TOTAL: $390

In memory of RUSSELL J. KILIDJIAN
Isabel Krempa

NEW TOTAL: $2,020

In memory of R. MIHRAN MOORADIAN
Mr/Mrs Robert Bedian
Mr/Mrs Hagop Derian
Lenna Kandarjian

John Bezjian
Barbara Hrachian
Mary P. Minassian

Mr/Mrs Charles Chorbajian
Mr/Mrs Ronald Kaiser & Family
Toros Shamlian, Jr.
TOTAL: $425

In memory of THEODORE SAPINO
Guido & Linda Bellizia (FL)
Anita & George Clymas (MA)
Jean Johnson
George & Joanne Scaringe
Kevin Stewart (in memory of Grace & Ted Sapino)

Barbara Bourcier & Family (RI)
Cheri, Tim & Matt Dunnigan (FL)
Arthur & JoAnn Kazanjian
Toros Shamlian, Jr.

Herbert & Linda Chorbajian
Marion Jaffarian
Bertha Kazanjian & Family (MA)
Carole Kazanjian Smith (FL)
TOTAL: $2,070

In memory of JOSEPHINE SPEANBURG
The Ammian & Vallee Families
Anonymous

Winifred Ammian
Mary Hartunian

Richard & Joan Ammian (FL)
TOTAL: $700

This lovely note was received following the funeral service for Theodore Sapino with Hokejosh (memorial meal) prepared
and served by members of the St. Peter Women’s Guild.

“Dear Fr. Stepanos,
“Thank you so much for all that you and the beautiful ladies of the Women’s Guild did for us . . . We feel so blessed and we
are so grateful to all of you! God Bless you all —”
Cheri, Tim & Matt Dunnigan (FL)

Thank you to the following who made donations to St. Peter Armenian Church in commemoration of the 50th
Anniversary of the Consecration of the church in Watervliet in 1971 as well as the 25th Anniversary of Fr.
Stepanos’ ordination to the priesthood in 1995. The total amount of these donations will be used toward an
upcoming renovation project of the front entrance of the church. (Details on this project will be made available
soon.) If you have not already done so, please consider making a donation to the church in commemoration of
these two milestone anniversaries.
Eduard Aghayan & Family
Brian & Garyn A’Hearn
in memory of Fr. Garen & Yn. Zabelle Gdanian

Kathy & Richard Allen
Ara & Rachel Altounian
Dr/Mrs Vardan Amirbekian
Anonymous (4)
Anonymous
in memory of Hrant Bardakjian

Brian Apkarian
Helga Apkarian
The Apkarian Family
Gerald Arzoumanian
in memory of Beatrice Arzoumanian

The Ashby Family (OH)
Aram A. Atashian
Nazar Bakerian
Judge/Mrs J. Albert Barsamian
Linda Bedian
Robert & Sandra Bedian
Rosalee Bedian
George & Elsie Bedrosian
David & Lori (Payette) Belemjian
Peter & Patty Boorujy (NJ)
Mr/Mrs Donald Boyajian
Judy Brennan (CA)
Bryce Funeral Home Inc.
Leonard & Antoinette Buchakjian
David & Roseann Caruso
Holly D. Chenaille
Mr/Mrs Charles Chorbajian
Linda & Herb Chorbajian
Dr/Mrs Robert Dadekian
Adrienne Daniels
Richard DeMartino &
Barbara Derian
The Derian Family
Suzanne Dickinson
Prof/Mrs Philip DiNovo
Marguerite Djehizian and
Elisabeth Chamberlain

Fr. Stepanos & Paulette Doudoukjian
and Family
Robert & Arleen Drooby
Ralph & Elizabeth Enokian
Ernest/Gdanian/A’Hearn Families
in memory of Fr. Garen & Yn. Zabelle Gdanian

Damon & Joyce (Dadekian)
Fereshetian (PA)
Michael Geragosian
Joanne Hartunian
Mary Hartunian
Mr/Mrs Richard Hartunian
Barbara Hrachian
in memory of Suren & Sarah Hrachian

Charlene Hrachian
Marion Jaffarian
Francine Kaiser
Mr/Mrs Leon Kaiser
Ron & Terri Kaiser
Mary A. Kalteux
Lenna Kandarjian
Edward & Lucille Kaprielian
Karapetian Family (CA)
Alexander (Murat) Kasparian
Krikor & Nancy Kassabian
Arthur & JoAnn Kazanjian
Bertha Kazanjian (MA)
Linda Kazanjian
Kevork Keleshian
Levon & Karen Khachadourian
Yvette Khachadourian
Catherine Knauer
Knights & Daughters of Vartan
Grace Koshgarian
Michael & Dianne Koshgarian
Isabel Krempa
Steven Krempa
Virginia Mahserjian
Chris Martin
Will & Shelley Martin
Carol Mattozza

Katrina Mayba
Sean & Alice McMullan
Sally Mahserjian McNeff
Ida & Sarkis Mihranian, Jr.
Shirley Moroukian
R. Paul & Sonya Moroukian
Mark Moroukian & Family
John & Karen Nevins
Elsie T. Nigohosian & Family
in loving memory of Leon Nigohosian, Sr.
and Siragan & Lucine Nigohosian

Anita Taraqji Ogali
Cheryl Ohanesian
Robert Ohanesian Family (VA)
Ohan & Rita Ohanian
Mr/Mrs Joseph O’Keefe
Betty Osganian & Family
Mary Panjarjian
Florence Paparian
Helen Paparian
Joanne & George Scaringe
Charlotte Sevazlian and
Lucy Morton
The Shamlians
Toros Shamlian, Jr.
Carole (Kazanjian) Smith (FL)
St. Peter Armenian School
St. Peter Women’s Guild
Jeffrey & Cesar Stewart-Morales
Patrick & Claudia Suppa
John & Nancy Thomas (CA)
Martin & Janice Toomajian
Berj & Lusine Topalian
Rafi & Marianne Topalian
Peter & Maryanne Topian
Charles & Carol Tutunjian
and Family
Edward & Adrina Tutunjian
Patty Vartigian
Susan Wendt
Plus additional donations from
collection box at September 19 event

TOTAL: $18,600.17

“I’d like to express my
appreciation on behalf of the burn
victims of the recent fire in Watervliet
for your generous gift.
Your contribution [in the
amount of $1,225] will be placed in
the burn victims fund at Pioneer
Bank. This fund is administered
and distributed by representatives of
victims and Watervliet City
government. Thank you.”
John Razzano
Watervliet Charitable Foundation

Alexis Shufelt, MSN, RN, daughter of Matt & Rosanne (Arghnian) Shufelt,
who graduated with a Masters of Science degree in nursing. Alexis is teaching
at Nazareth College as well as continuing her nursing career at Strong Memorial
Hospital in Rochester, NY. Alexis is the granddaughter of the late Alexander &
Marion Arghnian and Marion and the late Bill Shufelt.
Matthew Shufelt, Jr., son of Matt & Rosanne (Arghnian) Shufelt, who
graduated with an Associate’s Degree in accounting. Matthew is attending
Southern University (NH) in pursuit of a Bachelors Degree in finance.
Matthew is the grandson of the late Alexander & Marion Arghnian and Marion
and the late Bill Shufelt.

We offer our condolences to the family and friends of:
“Fr. Stepanos,
“Just wanted to say thank
you for your donation to the fire
victims. It’s greatly appreciated.
Thank again.”
Charles [Patricelli]
City of Watervliet Mayor

Dr. Levon A. “Lefty” Bedrosian who entered his eternal rest on April 9,
2021. In addition to his parents, the late Aram & Flora (Roubian) Bedrosian,
Dr. Bedrosian is predeceased by his wife of 62 years, Mary Margaret
“Candy” (Canfield) Bedrosian, and his sister, Araxie Bedrosian. He is survived
by two sons, Gary (Gena) & Richard “Rick” Bedrosian, three grandchildren,
and four great grandchildren.

Peter P. Prince who entered his eternal rest on June 27, 2021. Peter is
survived by his wife of 43 years, Patricia (DeDomenico) Prince; two daughters,
Laura (Tom) Lane (UT) and Sara (Ryan) Fenton; his son, Peter M. (Rebecca)
Prince (NH); and eight grandchildren. In addition to his parents, Harry & Mary
Prince, Peter is predeceased by his sister, Grace Bedrosian and brother-in-law,
Jim Bedrosian, and his brother, John Prince.

Sunday, November 7 @ 1:30pm on ZOOM!
This year the Festival of Nations is celebrating 49 years of providing a platform for the ethnic groups of the Capital
Region to share their ethnic identity. Again this year, the Festival will be held virtually through Zoom, free of
charge — on Sunday, November 7, starting at 1:30pm. Miss Rosie Elebyjian, daughter of Levon & Nayeri
Elebyjian, will represent Armenia in the Miss Festival of Nations contest.
For full details, visit
www.festivalofnations.net. For information on future involvement joining the cultural committee or volunteer and
sponsorship opportunities, contact Rafi Topalian at rafitop@aol.com or (518) 810-5018. The Festival of Nations
will celebrate their 50th Anniversary in 2022 with a live, in-person event.

After celebrating the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God with the traditional Blessing of the Grapes service
on Sunday, August 15, over 80 parishioners and friends rekindled friendships and enjoyed a traditional “Picnic in
Armenia” with delicious Khorovats including all the trimmings and desserts from Armenia. A special thank you goes
to Violet Mirzoyan, Nadezhda Babjanyan-Knorr, and the Amirbekyan Family for sharing their time, talent, and
treasure by preparing and serving the abundance of remarkable food. Thanks to their generosity, the picnic was
provided free of charge for all who attended.
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